THE tooth exhibited is a crowned upper lateral incisor, and was removed from a patient aged 65. The crown had been worn for at least thirteen years, possibly longer. There were many other teeth to be removed at the same time and it was thought unnecessary to leave one apparently sound tooth in the mouth. When it was removed it was found that the side of the root was perforated by the post of the crown. The crown is not a very well made one and it seems rather wonderful that no trouble arose from the wearing of the apparatus.
Mr. JAMES said he was partly responsible for the case being brought forward as he thought it was an interesting matter that a tooth should have been thirteen years in a mouth with the post sticking through the inside.
The Brittleness of Teeth removed from Cases of Periodontal Disease.
By" J. F. COLYER, M.R.C.S., L.D.S. IN a communication to this Section on May 25, 1908,1 Mr. J. G. Turner refers to the fragility of the teeth in cases of periodontal disease and suggests that the absorption of the toxins via the cementum may affect the nutrition of the dentine. I have recently subjected a series of teeth from cases of periodontal disease to staining in borax carmine, and have come to the conclusion that the change that occurs in the tooth is an increase in the calcification of the soft parts of the dentine and cementum. The toxins injure the tooth tissues, with the result that, like other tissues in the body, they react. The reaction takes the form of an increased calcification of the soft contents of the dentinal tubes and cemental lacune, with the result of an increase in brittleness.
